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FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER
ST. CROIX VALLEY
Growing Kids by Growing Families
857 Main Street
PO Box 2087
Baldwin, WI 54002

United Way
St. Croix Valley

Phone: (715) 684-4440
Fax: (715) 684-5122
E-mail: info@frcscv.org
Help us reduce cost when you contact
us to receive this newsletter by e-mail.

Thank You, Sponsors
We are grateful to the following local businesses that help us by sponsoring this newsletter:
Angela Olson Law - www.AngelaOlsonLaw.com

JA Counter - www.jacounter.com

Amery Hospital & Clinic - www.amerymedicalcenter.org

Liquor Haus - 715-684-2578

Bakke Norman - 715-246-3800

McMillan Electric Company - www.mcmillanelectric.com

Bremer Bank - www.bremer.com

Minuteman Press - www.hudson.minutemanpress.com

Bridge Investment Group - www.bridgewhatmatters.com

Nilssen’s - Baldwin, Ellsworth & Glenwood City - www.nilssensfoods.com

Byrnes Law Office - 715-268-5000

Shafer Financial Services - www.shaferfinancialservices.com

CarlsonHighland - www.carlsonhighlandcpa.com

St. Croix Regional Medical Center - www.scrmc.org

First Bank of Baldwin - www.firstbankbaldwin.com

Valley Orthodontics - www.valley-orthodontics.com

First National Bank of River Falls - www.fnbrf.com

Village Pharmacy - www.villagepharmacybaldwin.com

First National Community Bank - www.FN-CB.com

Vital Plastics, Inc. - www.vitalplastics.com

First State Bank and Trust - www.fsbt.com

WESTconsin Credit Union - www.westconsincu.org

Heywood, Cari & Anderson, SC - www.heywoodandcari.com

Western Wisconsin Health - www.wwhealth.org

Would you like to publicize how your business supports our community?
Call Keri or Kristin at (715) 684-4440.
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Supporting families in the
St. Croix Valley since 1998

Spring 2017

Participants find support,
success in their journey
as young parents

SAVE THE DATE

REACH FOR THE STARS:

Caribbean Riviera
APRIL 30 • 2017
JOIN US AT OUR
ANNUAL GALA!

Growing Kids by Growing Families in Pierce, Polk and St. Croix Counties

We are currently seeking
business sponsorship and
donation of auction items.
All proceeds support
programs for local families.
Please contact Kristin or Keri for more
information at 715-684-4440.
Tickets go on sale March 8
at www.frcscv.org.

Find us on

Facebook
Like us on Facebook to
get updates about classes,
registration deadlines, and
links to child development
resources:
www.facebook.com/frcscv
Help us reduce costs by
receiving this newsletter
electronically. To update
your preferences, contact
Keri at info@frcscv.org

While many high school students will do occasional
babysitting, caring for a child is a full-time job for
participants in Family Resource Center St. Croix
Valley’s Young Parent program. Young moms and dads
are working to complete their high school education
while waking up for their baby’s late-night feedings and
worrying about having enough diapers to make it through the week. Students who participate in all
three components of the program – twice monthly home visits, regular attendance in group classes, and
completion of written assignments – are able to earn elective credit towards high school graduation.
In addition to ensuring that participants are learning about their baby’s developmental milestones,
parent educator Susan Hodnefield works to create a safe, supportive environment for students to
connect with each other about the day-to-day challenges of raising a child while still in high school.
Hodnefield facilitates the group in Baldwin, serving any student who is pregnant or parenting
throughout Pierce and St. Croix counties. “The first thing we do in the fall is develop the rules of the
class – it’s important that participants feel they can trust one another and not be judged,” she said.
(Continued on Page 4)

Staff Spotlight: Marla Butler
Parent educator Marla Butler has seen a lot of changes in over
11 years working with Family Resource Center St. Croix Valley.
While some might find change to be challenging, Butler has
embraced it. “I enjoy the variety of my day-to-day,” she said.
“I like meeting new people. It’s rewarding to see a parent share
the joys of what their child is doing, and also to hear their
questions.”
Over her tenure at the Family Resource Center, one of the
biggest changes she has been a part of was a shift in the Home
Visiting program in 2012, when parent educators began visiting
families every two weeks instead of monthly. This has been
really positive, said Butler, because “we get to know families
better and provide more comprehensive services, as well as
more developmental screenings.” Other notable changes over the years have been growth in
the organization’s hospital partnerships and fine-tuning the format of Play & Learn groups.
Another exciting change is more recent; in the fall of 2016, Butler took on new
responsibilities for data management and compliance requirements to maintain the Family
Resource Center’s Parents As Teachers affiliate status. She is also helping to manage a twoyear grant that supports training on abusive head trauma, working closely with office manager
Keri Fitts to track statistics. “It’s exciting to me to work with the numbers,” she said.
“I feel a definite sense of accomplishment around areas where we are
doing well, and it’s good to see the growth areas too.”

715-684-4440
info@frcscv.org • www.frcscv.org

FRCSCV Board of Directors
Aaron Mork, President
Mary Sue Ash
Sam Cari
Chad Fett
Bill Findlay
Larry Gee
Alex Holsman
Erik Johnson
Jessie Klopp
Barbara Nelson
Carla O’Connell
Jack Pollitt
Agnes Ring
Cathleen Shimon

The mission of the Family Resource Center
St. Croix Valley is to strengthen children,
families, and communities by offering education,
resources, and support.

FRCSCV Staff
Patty Draxler

Executive Director
draxler@frcscv.org

Kristin Thompson

Development & Communications
Coordinator
kristin@frcscv.org

Keri Fitts

Office Manager
keri@frcscv.org

Robbyn Bowman
Parent Educator Lead
robbyn@frcscv.org

Marla Butler

Parent Educator Lead
marla@frcscv.org

Susan Hodnefield
Parent Educator Lead
susan@frcscv.org

From the Director ’s Desk
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these stories are truly inspirational.
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If you would like more information, please call 715-6
ing event!
We would love to have you join us for this inspir
Patricia Draxler, Executive Director

Yazmin Alvarado-Soto
Parent Educator
yazmin@frcscv.org

Kristine Brede
Parent Educator
kristine@frcscv.org

Julia Kannel
Parent Educator
julia@frcscv.org

Jalena Ziemba
Parent Educator
jalena@frcscv.org

NEWSLETTER
Writer/Editor: Kristin Thompson
Design: Minuteman Press
Printing: Minuteman Press
Please notify us if your mailing address has
changed. For an electronic version of this
newsletter, email info@frcscv.org or call Keri@
(715) 684-4440. Thank You!

FRCSCV Board of Directors 2017

Volunteers Needed!
We are seeking volunteers to assist our Baldwin office with light
housekeeping, preparation of materials and supplies, and occasional
mailings. Some projects can be done offsite. At times, we also have
need for someone who is handy with tools or a paintbrush.
Please contact us at 715-684-4440 or info@frcscv.org if you are
interested in helping out or would like more information. Thank you!

FRCSCV’s
Grandchildren Honor Roll
Chuck & Mary Sue Ash of Hudson, WI
Grandchildren: Christian & Charlie Ash of Fridley, MN
Elizabeth & Gracie Strandberg of Duluth, MN
WALTER & SANDRA BOROWSKI of Madison, WI
Grandchild: Nolan Adams of New Richmond, WI
SAM & TERESA CARI of Hudson, WI
Grandchildren: Clara, Evan & Lucy Cari of Hudson, WI
Taylor, Carson & Caroline Cari of Hudson, WI
George, William & Charlie Cook of Hudson, WI
Nell & Sam Cari of Deephaven, MN
BOB & CINDY CAMPBELL of Hammond, WI
Grandchildren: Finley & Jordyn Campbell of River Falls, WI

DEAN & LINDA HENDERSON of Hudson, WI
Grandchildren: Taylor & Cole Causby of Hudson, WI
Mallorie, Will, Drew, & Amelia Brinkman of New Richmond, WI
Luke, Ella, & Mason Henderson of Farmington, MN
Bo & Ian Afdahl of Arkansaw, WI
DANIEL & LINDA HUNT of Arvada, CO
Grandchild: Adaline Ryba of Hammond, WI
DEVEREAUX & ROSE LALOND of Rice Lake, WI
Grandchild: Evelyn Young of Hammond, WI
Sharon & Gary Lovell of Hudson, WI
Grandchildren: Finn Russell & Raeya Anne Norton of Woodbury, MN

THOMAS & AMY CASEY of Woodville, WI
Grandchild: Asher Casey of Woodville, WI

JAY & BETTY MONSON of Baldwin, WI
Grandchildren: Kaleb & Bella Drinkman of Baldwin, WI
Nella & Eleanor Vankeuren of Amery, WI

DANIEL & PATRICIA DRAXLER of Amery, WI
Grandchild: Leif Wanken of Northfield, MN

Barbara Nelson of Emerald, WI
Grandchildren: Finn, Erin & Nolan McCarthy of Eagan, MN

JOHN & MARY DYKSTRA of Roberts, WI
Grandchildren: Sydney & Jonah Thompson of Roberts, WI
Alex & Sam Wilkinson of Madison, WI

Lance & Sharon Reyzer of Roberts, WI
Grandchildren: Carmen Reyzer of Woodville, WI
Evan & Coraline Reyzer of River Falls, WI

Christine English of Hudson, WI
Grandchild: James English of Hudson, WI

Gail & Gerald Tessman of Amery, WI
Grandchildren: Jessie Maule of Denver, CO
Sarah Maule of Madison, WI
Tyler Maule of Chicago, IL
Nick & Erica Tessman of Woodbury, MN
Rachel Miller of Northfield, MN
Casey Miller of St. Joseph, MN

Ann & Bill findlay of Baldwin, WI
Grandchildren: Maggie, Ian, Caden & Thane Findlay of
US Military Academy, West Point, New York
KEN & MOLLY GALEWYRICK of Amery, WI
Grandchildren: Olive & Rye Weinberger of Victor, MT
Great Nephews: Wyatt & Colon Hebb of Cloquet, MN
Melvin & Vivianna Hanson of Downing, WI
Grandchildren: Bridget Draxler of Monmouth, IL
Breanna Draxler of Manhattan, NY
Brooke Draxler of Mounds View, MN
Trish Meyers of Madison, WI
Christopher Hanson of New Richmond, WI
Rhonda Rassbach of Downing, WI
Bo Standaert of Downing, WI
Treena Bonte of New Berlin, WI
Tara Bonte of Spring Valley, WI
Great Grandchildren:
Izabella & Peyton Rassbach of Downing, WI
Landon & Nolan Standaert of Downing, WI
Amelia & Stella Meyers of Madison, WI
Rowen Hanson of New Richmond, WI
Leif Wanken of Northfield, MN

S. Mark & Jackie Tyler of Woodville, WI
Grandchildren: Rhyan, Roslyn & Wesley Nichols of Baldwin, WI
Lou & Kathleen Williamson of Amery, WI
Grandchildren: Hans & Elin Williamson of Amery, WI
Quinn & Olin Williamson of New Richmond, WI
LORETTA YOUNG of Eau Claire, WI
Grandchild: Evelyn Young of Hammond, WI

Honor Your Grandchildren
Honor your grandchildren for their birthdays, for their
special achievements or milestones, or simply for the joy they
bring to your life!
Your name and your grandchildren’s names will appear in
this newsletter when you donate $100 or more to the Family
Resource Center.
*Please contact Kristin at 715-684-4440 or kristin@frcscv.org
with questions, or to add a new grandchild to your list

CALENDAR FOR SPRING 2017 GROUPS

BABY & ME (Register at any time by calling 715-684-4440)
A play and discussion hour for parents and their infants (birth to one
year). Baby & Me classes are provided by Family Resource Center St.
Croix Valley as a component of United Way St. Croix Valley’s Success
By 6 partnership.
Amery

Baldwin

Wednesdays 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.,
Amery Hospital & Clinic,
Birthday Suites Waiting Room
Wednesdays 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.,
Western Wisconsin Health,
Conference Room 1 or 2

New Richmond Mondays 5:00 – 6:00 p.m., St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church, 365 W. River Dr. (Sponsored by
Westfields Hospital & Clinic)
Osceola
River Falls
St. Croix Falls

PLAY & LEARN (Register beginning Monday, March 20
at 9:00 a.m by calling 715-684-4440)

Play & Learn provides an opportunity for toddlers and preschoolers
to interact with their parents and other children (ages 1-5). Parents
can also discuss parenting strategies, dilemmas, and everyday
happenings with a Parent Educator and other parents going through
similar situations.
Spring Play & Learn begins the week of March 27 and
runs through the week of May 22.

MORNING PLAY & LEARN

Amery

Thursdays 5:00 – 6:00 p.m., Osceola Medical
Center, Cascade Room

Mondays 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.,
Amery Public Library, 225 Scholl Ct.

Baldwin

Fridays 10:30 – 11:30 a.m., River Falls Area
Hospital, Classrooms B & C

Thursdays 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.,
Family Resource Center, 857 Main St.

Ellsworth

Tuesdays 1:30 – 2:30 p.m., St. Croix Regional
Medical Center, O.B. Waiting Room

Wednesdays 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.,
Ellsworth Public Library, 312 W. Main St.

Luck

Tuesdays 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.,
Luck Library, 301 S. Main St

P

New Richmond Wednesdays 10:00 – 11:30 a.m., St. Luke’s
Lutheran Church, 365 W. River Dr.

YOUNG PARENT

This program for teens who are
pregnant or parenting includes twice monthly group meetings and
home visits. Participants receive support from Parent Educators and
their peers and are eligible for elective credit toward graduation.
Young parents can be referred to the program by their high school
guidance counselors or county agencies, or can sign up by contacting
the Family Resource Center directly at 715-684-4440.

Baldwin
Balsam Lake

1st and 3rd Thursdays 4:30 – 6:00 p.m.,
Family Resource Center, 857 Main St
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 4:30 – 6:00 p.m.,
Polk County Government Center

River Falls

Mondays 10:00 – 11:30 a.m., River Falls
United Methodist Church, 127 S. 2nd St.

Roberts

Tuesdays 10:00 – 11:30 a.m., Hazel Mackin
Community Library, 311 W. Warren St.

St. Croix Falls

Wednesdays 9:00 – 10:30 a.m., St. Croix
Falls Public Library, 230 S. Washington St

EVENING PLAY & LEARN

Hudson

Tuesdays 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.,
YMCA - Hudson, 2211 Vine St.

Summer Play & Learn registration begins
Monday, June 5 by calling 715-684-4440.
The office will be closed Monday, May 29
due to the Memorial Day holiday.

(Participants find support, success in their journey as young parents – Continued from Page 1)
“Confidentiality is the biggest part – what goes on in class stays in class.” Students discuss
topics beyond parenting as well; for example, a recent class focused on healthy and unhealthy
relationships.
In Polk County, there are some students attending the Balsam Lake group for a second year;
because of this, parent educator Robbyn Bowman decided to bring in additional curriculum
that focuses on discipline from birth to three. “Most people believe discipline means
punishment, when what it really means is to guide and teach your child,” said Bowman.
Through conversations within the group, students are learning about setting limits for their
child as well as practicing self-discipline as a parent. “At first, the students will say that using
discipline with a young infant doesn’t make any sense. But they begin to understand that
discipline for an infant is much more about the parent, and their ability to consistently meet
their baby’s needs.”
Students contribute an essay to a booklet entitled “Our Stories” which is produced by the
Family Resource Center, and they typically feel very proud to have their story in print.
“One young woman’s mother shared with me how proud she was to display the book at her
daughter’s graduation party, on the table alongside her diploma,” recalled Development
& Communications
Coordinator Kristin
Thompson. “High school
counselors have told us that
‘Our Stories’ is very helpful
in convincing pregnant or
parenting students to give
the Young Parent program
a try.”
Unity High School
counselor Cal Johnson has
had students participate in
the program in recent years.
He says that because he and
his wife were young parents
themselves, students seem to feel comfortable reaching out, particularly for help about how
to communicate with their families about a pregnancy. “There is a lot of anxiety and fear
about what’s next,” he said. “In certain cases, being able to earn credit has convinced them
to attend the [Young Parent] class. You guys are a really good asset. I wish there had been
something like this available when I first became a parent.”
Partnership with area school districts has been an important part of the success of the
program, which has been offered in some form throughout the history of the organization.
“Focusing on the needs of young parents was part of the charge of the Family Resource
Center when it first formed in 1998,” said executive director Patty Draxler, “so we are
proud of the longevity of the program as well as graduation rates in the 90 percentile every
year. Most importantly though, we are honored to be a part of these families’ journeys and
successes.”

Family Resource
Center partners with
Thrivent Financial
Did you know Family Resource Center
St. Croix Valley is eligible to receive
contributions through a unique charitable
grant program called Thrivent Choice®?
Eligible members of Thrivent Financial
can recommend where some of Thrivent’s
charitable outreach funds go by directing
Choice Dollars®. In addition, Thrivent
Financial’s Action Team program provides
members with seed money for up to two
projects per year at $250 each in support of

a fundraiser, service project or educational
activity. The Family Resource Center is
seeking Thrivent members to sponsor
Action Team projects to help support our
efforts. “These are just two ways we help our
members live generous lives. It is great to
be able to help support causes that are not
only important to our members, but vital to
our communities,” said Joan Bartz, who is a
Financial Consultant for Thrivent Financial
in Glenwood City.
Thrivent Financial is a not-for-profit,
Fortune 500 financial services membership
organization offering a broad range of
financial products and services. To learn
more, visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.   

 es! I want to help the Family
Y
Resource Center St. Croix
Valley give children the best
start possible!
Name(s)__________________________
________________________________
Address__________________________
________________________________
City_____________________________
State___________ Zip______________
Phone___________________________
E-mail____________________________
________________________________
My check, payable to FRCSCV, is
enclosed in the amount of:

o $25
o $50 o $100
o $250 o $500 _____Other
o I will set up a recurring monthly gift
with my bank in the amount of
$____________________________

If you wish to give using a credit card,
please visit our website at www.frcscv.
org to make a secure online gift.
I want my gift to fund:

o Home Visits
o Parent-Child Groups
o Greatest Need
o Bright Futures Long-Term Fund
o Grandchildren Honor Roll

(for a gift of $100 or more, please
send us the names and locations
for the grandchildren you would
like to honor)

o My employer will match my gift;
please contact me.

o I would like to give in honor /

memory (please circle) of a loved
one: ________________________
(Please provide contact information
if you wish for us to notify someone
of this gift).

o I would like to make a gift through
my will or estate plan. Please contact
me about becoming a member of the
Legacy Circle.
Thank you for investing in families!
Please detach this form and mail to:
Family Resource Center
St. Croix Valley
PO Box 2087, 857 Main St.
Baldwin, WI 54002

